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   Today’s Agenda

• Introduce the ASELDs development process

• Review the ASELDs document

• Investigate the ASELDs’ content

• Explain next steps
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   New Standards…Why?

• It’s time!

• Last edits were done in 2012

• New research 

• Expanded Alabama programs and 
priorities

• National trends 

     Alignment across programs
      Link to curriculum and assessments
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   One Document for All
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   Foundation  
• Build on the strengths of Alabama’s existing resources

• DHR: Alabama Early Learning Guidelines

• DECE: Alabama Developmental Standards for 
Preschool Children

• Dept of Education: K-2 Courses of Study

• Align with other key standards and programs
• Head Start and Early Head Start

• Special Education, Part C and B

• Teaching Strategies GOLD assessments

• Home Visitation programs

• WIDA Standards 
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   Priorities  

Support all ECE professionals’ understanding of child 
development and age-appropriate instruction

Reflect current trends and research

Convey a single set of standards and a unified 
message for Alabama
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 Step One: ASELDs Development

• Cross sector team of representatives from childcare, Head 
Start, special education, First Class, higher education, 
coaches and facilitators 

• Reviewed national landscape

• Made initial decisions about format, language, priorities

• Wrote the domain content

• Design decisions
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  Step Two: ASELDs Review

Committee review

National experts

Statewide focus groups

Public comment
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  Reviewers loved….

• Cross-program vision

• Focus on:

• Inclusivity

• Play

• Family Engagement

• Format (learning trajectory)

• Colors

• Information in the introduction

• Supportive resources 
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  They found them to be….

• User-friendly format

• Comprehensive

• Easy to follow; clear

• Easy to understand (simple language)

• Well-organized and detailed

• Research-based
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  Reviewers told us….

“…bridges the gap between all the different organizations for a 
common purpose”

“The key take-away is the focus on the child.”

“As a math researcher, I’m really pleased with the content that is 
represented.” “Math corresponds with K standards well!”

“This will be an excellent way to introduce standards to student 
teachers and student clinicians.”

“Love that a new teacher could pick up this book and know what to do.”

“I’ve been a teacher, home care provider and a student and I love 
everything about this document.”
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  Hear from… Nedjra Russell

As a mentor teacher I can use these standards to support 
growth and development in my students, as well as the 
academic preparedness of intern students from the high 
school level to collegiate level. In addition, I love that the 
document begins with an explanation of how children learn; 
a philosophy supported with researched and documented 
evidence. This document is important for providing 
appropriate interactions and experiences for all early 
childhood learners regardless of the program they are in, 
their socio-economic status, or cultural background.

Nedjra is a certified Early Childhood Educator in the Madison City School District
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  Hear from Annette Mohan, PhD

The ALSDE standards are key to the training of the Early Childhood  Education majors at 
Alabama A&M University. With students facing poverty as the new majority in our 
pre-schools, our pre-service teacher candidates will learn to use these standards to:
 
• To construct healing, loving, and informed Early Childhood classrooms.
• To use culturally diverse narratives, images, and examples that reflect the cultural norms 

and traditions of the communities and families in our United States.
• Meet our young children where they are, and build a foundation "where our children 

should be able to know, do and learn at age-specific intervals" (ALSDE Pg.12)
• Use the ALSDE standards for our Early Childhood Pre-service teacher candidates to use 

data for instruction.

In consonance with the ALSDE standards, A&M University believes in the success of every 
child. Alabama A&M encourages its Early Childhood program pre-service teacher 
candidates to treat students not just as learners but as people- children who have the 
potential to be successful

                   Annette is an Associate Professor, Teacher Education & Leadership Department Alabama A&M Univ ersity
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  Hear from Deana Aumalis

The new Alabama standards that go from infants to preschoolers are 
comprehensive and well written.  The organization of skills allow the user to 
see the developmental progression in an easy format.  This tool will be used 
widely across the state from infant-toddler teachers to early childhood special 
education teachers.  It is user friendly and child first.  I appreciate greatly how 
it aligns with Teaching Strategies Gold for our children with special needs who 
are enrolled in First Class Pre-K rooms across the state.  Kudos to your 
team--excellent document!

Deana is the Director of the Early Learning Center, University of Alabama in Huntsville
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  Step Three: Publish and Post

Finalize document with revisions based on comments

Publish on ASELDs website 
• Full PDF document
• Separate sections 

• Online version 
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  Step Four: Professional Development

Virtual webinars and sessions 

October conference

Companion online resources



Let’s 
take a look!
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   Standards Defined

…A set of expectations, guidelines, or developmental milestones that 
describe what all children from birth until kindergarten entry should know 
and be able to do and their disposition toward learning. 

U.S. Department of Education

…Promote the understanding of early learning and development, provide a 
comprehensive and coherent set of early childhood educational expectations 
for children’s development and learning, and guide the design and 
implementation of curriculum, assessment and instructional practices with 
young children.

ESC of the Western Reserve
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Introductory Pages
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Guiding Principles
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  Hear from…Dr. Barbara Norvell

The Alabama Standards for Early Learning and 
Development provide the foundational support for 
teachers, caregivers, and those professionals who work 
with or will work with Alabama’s children. These best 
practices are deeply rooted in child development and 
educational theory, thereby making them a “roadmap” 
for success. As a college professor who teaches those 
novice professionals, I am so pleased to have my 
Developmentally Appropriate Practice, my Curriculum, 
and my Instructional Supports all in one place and all 
cross-walked with the K-2 standards. This user-friendly 
document will serve to make those connections from 
the novice to the senior most experienced educators.

Barbie Is an Associate Professor of Early Childhood Education at Jacksonville State University
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  Hear from…Melinda Walters

I would like to commend you and your associates for the outstanding job you have 
done with the Alabama Standards for Early Learning and Development. I 
appreciate the effort it took to give us a glimpse of the good things to come. 

Having worked on this with NAEYC and also in the realm of the merging of 
standards for social studies education, both statewide and nationally when I 
taught at AUM, I know what a huge task this is.  

For years as a teacher educator, I experienced the struggle to teach and align all 
the standards from various entities.  This document will make it so much easier for 
classroom teachers to focus their efforts and achieve success in their planning, 
teaching, and assessment.

Melinda is a  Region 5 Monitor for  Blount, Etowah, Cherokee, Calhoun, Cleburne, Talladega , Clay, 
Randolph, Coosa, Tallapoosa, & Chambers Counties



Let’s 
Practice!
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  Name the domain!

Look at the pictures in the next 
slides. Identify ONE learning 
domain that is represented in 
the picture. Put your response in 
the poll.

Although you may be able to 
select more than one, choose the 
first one that comes to mind. 
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  Name the domain!

What domain is represented in this picture?

• Family and Community Engagement
• Social Emotional Development
• Social Studies
• Scientific Exploration and Knowledge
• Mathematical Thinking
• Approaches to Play and Learning
• Language and Literacy
• Creative Arts
• Physical Development and Health
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  Name the domain!

• What were your “aha” moments or insights? 
• Were you able to match each picture with a domain?
• Did you identify all 9 domains?
• Could you find more than one domain in some of the pictures?
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  Name the domain!

What did we learn from this exercise?

• Children can learn different skills and ideas through many different activities 
and experiences. For example, children can learn math concepts while they 
are outside on swings, waiting to wash hands at the sink, using play dough, or 
completing a puzzle. 

• Children can learn many different skills from a single activity. For example, 
children who are playing with bubbles can learn science, math, social 
emotional, motor skills, or approaches to play and learning skills.

• It’s all about knowing children’s goals and areas for growth, understanding 
how children’s skill mastery can be scaffolded through a teachable moment, 
and being intentional in the way the standards can be used to intentionally 
plan and integrate learning throughout experiences.  
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Crosswalks and Alignments
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Appendices



   Table of Contents

Appendix One: The Wonder of Play

Appendix Two: Stages of Development and Learning

Appendix Three: Inclusion in Early Learning Programs

Appendix Four: Supporting Dual Language Learners in Early Learning Programs

Appendix Five: Physical Activity: Good Health through Movement

Appendix Six: Technology in Early Learning Programs

Appendix Seven: Early Childhood Professionals as Advocates

Appendix Eight: Advancing Equity (NAEYC)
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Children can learn many skills and ideas during a short mealtime.  

Who has the closest birthday? Congratulations! You’re the facilitator! 

Work in your group to identify at least one strand in each domain 
from which children may acquire knowledge or skill-building.  

Odd-numbered break-outs, answer 
ASELDs sections 1 and 2.

Return to the full group. Be prepared to share your findings!

Join a break-out room.

Give an example.Step Three

Step Four

Step Two

Step One

Even -numbered break-outs, 
answer ASELDs sections 3 and 4.
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What do you discover?

What were your “aha” moments? What insight did you gain?

Did you identify a strand from each domain?

Have you intentionally facilitated learning during mealtime or other routines? 

How do you turn mealtime into a learning activity? What makes the 
difference?

Can you think of another part of your day where multiple skills or ideas can 
be introduced? 
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Food for thought….

Children can learn many different skills or ideas from one short activity or 
experience. 

Professionals make the difference. You can expand children’s horizons 
through a stimulating question or idea. 

Children’s learning can be individualized within one activity. (During 
snack, a professional can support children’s language development and 
another child’s math skills at the same time.) 

Learning standards help to guide individualization and the identification of 
skills and ideas that children can learn. They help professionals be 
intentional.
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Try this again in your programs. Think about transitions that children experience such as going to and from meal tables; 
hand-washing; lining up to go outside; preparing for nap. How can you intentionally build these routines into learning 
experiences that link to the ASELDs?
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  Hear from… Special Education

“As  a special education 
teacher, the standards 
and the layout will help 
me to know where the 
student should be or 
where we should begin 
to work.”

“Great start of bridging the 
gap to educating children 
from birth and up as well as 
children with special needs” 

 “I love the format. It will be 
very easy to use in IEP 
meetings when explaining 
evaluations and goals to 
parents; parent-friendly”
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  Hear from…Head Start

“As a Head Start/EHS 
Director, I think the 
Crosswalks do an amazing 
job at aligning the various 
program standards. It 
eliminates a lot of the brain 
fatigue that has occurred 
previously.”

“The format is similar to the 
Alabama Early Learning 
Guidelines. It expands on the 
domains and should be 
easily adopted by childcare 
professionals who are 
familiar with the AELG.”

“For those of us who use ELOF 
(Head Start Framework), we 
are tired of flipping back and 
forth through many pages for 
our children who need 
scaffolding. I love the 2 page 
trajectories.”
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  Hear from…Child Care

“The format is similar to the 
Alabama Early Learning 
Guidelines. It expands on the 
domains and should be 
easily adopted by childcare 
professionals who are 
familiar with the AELG.”

“This document should help 
make our jobs as childcare 
professionals easier.”

“I can see how the 
adaptations and 
accommodations will be 
applied in home day care all 
the way up. “Very helpful.”
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In summary….

“This document will help to unify the Alabama Early 
Childhood system by allowing individuals and 
departments to see we are not an island to ourselves but 
rather we are interdependent on each other. We are all 
better together.” 
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  Check out the website

The ASELDs can be found here:
The Alabama Standards for Early Learning and 
Development (ASELDs)

The document will be split into downloadable or printable 
portions.

Watch for additional resources and professional development 
information to be posted very soon.

https://children.alabama.gov/alabama-standards-for-early-learning-and-development/
https://children.alabama.gov/alabama-standards-for-early-learning-and-development/
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Questions or Comments?

Send to:

Jeannie Allen,
Innovative Projects & Assessment Director

Jean.allen@ece.alabama.gov

Pre-K – 3rd Grade Integrated Approach to Early Learning
Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education
445 Dexter Ave. Suite 2050 Montgomery, AL 36104

O (334) 224-3171 | C (334) 314-0023
children.alabama.gov | bornready.org

mailto:Jean.allen@ece.alabama.gov
http://children.alabama.gov/
http://bornready.org/
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Thank you!


